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H55 AWARDED AS TECHNOLOGY PIONEER BY WORLD ECONOMIC FORUM 

• World Economic Forum on Thursday announced its selection of the world’s 61 most promising 
Technology Pioneers 2018, the most diverse class of such pioneers ever

• Companies were selected for their potential to “transform society and industry” and “shape the 
Fourth Industrial Revolution,” Fulvia Montresor of the World Economic Forum said 

• H55 develops certifiable electric propulsion and battery management solutions for the aviation 
industry making air transport cleaner, quieter, safer and more affordable

• The full list of recognized Technology Pioneers can be viewed here 

Sion, Switzerland, June 21, 2018 – H55, a technological legacy from Solar Impulse producing 
propulsion systems for existing airplane designs and new aviation solutions such as flying 
taxis, drones and VTOLS has been selected among hundreds of candidates as one of the 
World Economic Forum’s “Technology Pioneers”.  

The World Economic Forum’s Technology Pioneers community are early-stage companies from 
around the world that are involved in the design, development and deployment of new technologies 
and innovations, and are poised to have a significant impact on business and society. 

This year’s cohort is the most diverse ever, both geographically and in terms of gender. 25% are 
female-led, and a majority (54%) come from regions outside the United States and Silicon Valley, 
with each continent represented, barring Antarctica. There is also a wide variety in the technologies 
the pioneers focus on: the focus technologies include artificial intelligence, big data and internet 
of things (IoT), biotechnology, blockchain, autonomous vehicles, cyber security, vertical farming 
and other agricultural advances, decentralised microgrids and robotics. The full list of technology 
pioneers can be found here.

Following its selection as Technology Pioneer, Co-Founder and Executive Chairman, André 
Borschberg will be participating in the World Economic Forum Annual Meeting of the New 
Champions. This meeting, also dubbed “Summer Davos” will be held in Tianjin, China, September 
18-20. Many Pioneers will also attend the Annual Meeting in Davos, in January 2019, and continue 
to contribute to Forum initiatives in the course of the next two years.  

“We welcome H55 in this diverse group of technology pioneers,” says Fulvia Montresor, Head of 
Technology Pioneers at the World Economic Forum. “H55 and its fellow pioneers are front and 
centre in shaping the ongoing Fourth Industrial Revolution and we believe they will be transforming 
society and industry in a positive way in the years to come.”
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Commenting on being selected as a Forum Technology Pioneer, André Borschberg, H55’s 
Executive Chairman and Co-Founder is “honoured to be included in those companies which the 
Forum feels will be making a positive societal impact using disruptive technologies which are 
economically and environmentally promising. Electric propulsion will revolutionize aviation as it 
allows the development of completely new transportation solutions which will dramatically enhance 
urban mobility.  New frameworks for collaboration between industry and governments will have 
to come into play and here being part of the Forum’s network and activities in federating all the 
stakeholders in working out new policies and, is of both tremendous value for H55 and in terms of 
improving the way we live and move around in the future”. 

The Technology Pioneers were selected by a selection committee of more than 60 academics, 
entrepreneurs, venture capitalists and corporate executives. The committee based its decisions 
on criteria including innovation, potential impact and leadership. Past recipients include Airbnb, 
Google, Kickstarter, Mozilla, Palantir Technologies, Spotify, TransferWise, Twitter and Wikimedia. 

All info on this year’s Technology Pioneers can be found here: http://wef.ch/techpioneers18 
More information on past winners can be found here. 

About H55: 
H55 focuses on the certification of the entire propulsion chain starting from the energy source 
and its management, right through thrust and power, as well as all control systems. H55 electric 
propulsion systems are designed to ensure the highest levels of safety and security. H55 provides 
turnkey software and hardware solutions integrating and optimising the propeller, transmission 
systems, electric motors and controllers, energy storage, and pilot interface. A spin off from 
Solar Impulse, the first electric airplane able to fly with unlimited endurance having completed a 
43’000KM around the world journey in 2017, H55 was created by the former Solar Impulse team 
André Borschberg, Co-Founder, CEO and Pilot, Sébastien Demont, Head of Electrical Engineering 
and Gregory Blatt, Managing Director for Marketing and Partnerships.  

About World Economic Forum: 
The World Economic Forum, committed to improving the state of the world, is the International 
Organization for Public-Private Cooperation. The Forum engages the foremost political, business 
and other leaders of society to shape global, regional and industry agendas. (www.weforum.org).
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